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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Grand Forks in the Boundary region of the southern interior of BC has a suite of red and
blue listed species; this is due mostly to the diverse habitat of the area including
grasslands, conifer forests, and river valleys. Little is known about the current status of
many of the species here which adds to the list of threats of habitat loss, development,
motorized recreational use, livestock conflict, invasive species, and climate change.
Conservation actions are critical to preserve these ecosystem and its plant and animal
species at risk. If nothing is done, these threatened populations face extirpation;
cumulatively this would be detrimental to the species. This report outlines some action
plans for target species at risk that may be used by government, municipalities and local
stewardship groups.

The target species at risk for which conservations actions were developed are: Lewis
Woodpecker Melanerpes lewis (red listed), Western Screech Owl Megascops kennicottii
macfarlanei (red listed), Bobolink Dolichonyx oryzivorus (blue listed), Tiger Salamander
Ambystoma tigrinum (red listed), Great Basin Spadefoot Spea intermontana (blue listed),
Western Rattlesnake Crotalus oreganus (blue listed), Golpher Snake Pituophis catenifer
deserticola (blue listed), Yellow-Bellied Racer Coluber constrictor mormon (blue listed),
River Jewelwing Calopteryx aequabilis (red listed), Olive Clubtail Stylurus olivaceus
(red listed), Western River Cruiser Macromia magnifica (blue listed), Emma’s Dancer
Argia emma (blue listed), Pronghorn clubtail Gomphus graslinellu (blue listed) and
Badger Taxidea taxus jeffersonii (red listed). These species are at risk due to their
historical loss of critical habitat and vulnerable population characteristics.

The conservation of these species will involve elements of inventory to identify occupied
areas and critical habitat, monitoring each species and their habitat to identify threats, and
the protection of habitat through existing legislative tools and stewardship agreements.
Education and public outreach will also be a critical component of this conservation
strategy. Providing the tools to assist people in contributing to the conservation of species
at risk will help the overall goal of protecting these species in the Grand Forks area.
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INTRODUCTION

The City of Grand Forks in the Boundary region of the southern interior of British
Columbia is part of the Southern Okanagan Highland Ecosection. The Boundary lies
between the Okanagan and the Kootenay Regions. The City of Grand Forks lays at the
confluence of the Kettle River, an east west valley; and the Granby River, a north south
valley. Approximately 23 km east is the Village of Christina Lake which lies at the south
end of the northward trending Christina Lake depression. There are two valley systems
trending southward from this area, the Kettle/Curlew/Sanpoil and the Kettle/Columbia
system. The area is at the southern end of the Monashee Mountains Range. As a result of
these landscape features the area allows multiple species migration and is a biodiversity
hotspot.

The Grand Forks area is home to numerous species at risk. The south facing slopes in the
area comprised of grassland habitat supports many of these species. Grasslands are in
critical need of further protection; more than 25% of grasslands in this ecosection have
already been lost and less than 40% of remaining grasslands are on Crown land. The
Grand Forks area offers some protection for these species through recently established
provincial parks, the Gilpin Grasslands and the Boothman’s Oxbow, and some Wildlife
Habitat Areas (WHAs). However, issues remain that threaten these species and their
habitat such as off-road vehicle use, cattle activity, degradation of wetlands,
development, introduced species and loss of habitat (e.g. loss of riparian areas and
wildlife trees).

This project will be a work in progress to develop strategies detailing conservation
actions that will lead to the conservation of species at risk in the Grand Forks area. The
goal is to protect' high priority locations for these species through existing legislative
tools and voluntary stewardship on Crown land and through outreach and voluntary
stewardship on private land by 2015. This report provides direction for government,
municipalities, and local stewardship groups that will contribute to the conservation of
these target species over the next 5 years. The general strategy is to conserve habitat by
identifying, monitoring, and protecting critical habitats in the Grand Forks area; educate
the public and raise awareness regarding these species and related conservation issues;
and to promote and foster environmental stewardship on private and crown lands.

The species in the report (see Table 1 below) include both red and blue listed species
identified by the BC Conservation Framework. However, there are many more species at
risk in the area that require attention. There is a suite of other priority 1, 2, and 3 species
that will need to be included in this strategy at a later date.

The measures of success will be the amount of habitat protected for the target species at
risk. In addition to on the ground habitat protection, the number of local people who
become involved in conservation projects and become educated will also indicate
success. The Granby Wilderness Society (GWS) and the Christina Lake Stewardship
Society (CLSS) will be instrumental in this process.

" This may involve protection in any form including following best management practices for maintaining species at
risk and their habitat; stewardship agreements; conservation covenants; eco-gifts; sale of private lands by willing
landowners; land use designations and management on Crown lands; and protection in federal, provincial, and local
government protected areas.



Figure 1. The Grand Forks Area in the Boundary Region of the Southern Interior
of British Columbia.
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